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T	he Astec line of walk-behind and ride- 
on utility trenchers, vibratory plows 
and horizontal directional drills, along 

with related parts and accessories, offers 	
users a broad choice of underground con-
struction solutions.  

The forerunners of the Astec machines 
were developed by Charles Davis in 1959.  
Recognized as an industry leader, Davis 
trenchers were renowned for their innova-
tive designs and rugged reliability.  The line 
was purchased by Case in 1969, and the 
machines carried the Case-Davis label until 
the mid 1970s when the Davis name was 
dropped.  Case nurtured the line until 2002 
when it was sold to Astec Underground and 
the machines received the Astec brand.

Astec Underground continues to enhance 
the line’s reputation for performance and 
durability.  Mainstay models like the Maxi-
Sneaker and TF300B still have a respected 
place in the Astec lineup.   Innovative 
walk-behind trenchers like the RT130 and 
RT160 are quickly joining them.  These newly 
engineered units pay homage to the Astec 
heritage while confidently demonstrating 
the company’s vision for the future.  

Astec products are  manufactured at the 
company’s 360,000 square-foot facility in 
Loudon, Tenn., alongside the company’s 
Trencor line of rock trenchers, surface 	
miners, road miners, and related equipment.  	
Astec has owned the Trencor brand since 
1988.     The combination of these respected 
names provides customers with unsur-
passed choices to meet their trenching 
needs.

Astec products are sold and supported 
through a worldwide network of 47 dealers 
that operate more than 94 locations.  These 
dealers sell new and used Astec machines, 
and provide the parts and service to help 
customers minimize downtime and get 
needed repair parts.  

Visit www.astecunderground.com to 
learn about the full line of Astec Under-
ground products or to contact the company 
for more information.   

ride-on trencher

backhoe 
attachment
Easy-to-use backhoe option with 
2-lever wobble stick controls. 
Digs to depth of 9’ 4”  (2.8 m). 
No transport chains to hook or 
remove.

cable 
management
Reel carrier which accepts 
reels up to 2, 500 lbs with 
a 56” maximum width is 
available as an option.

Powerful stuff
The RT960’s 99-horsepower 4-cylinder 
turbo-charged 239 CID diesel Cummins 
4T-390 engine is both fuel efficient and 
powerful for the toughest jobs.



 

HANDLE THE 
SITUATION
Control is at the 
operator’s fingertips with 
the RT960’s ergonomic 
operators platform. 

Breakthrough Solutions

Maximum traction
4-wheel drive is standard. Crab 
steering is useful on slopes when 
countering tractive effort.

installation made easy
The tool carrier chassis design allows flexibil-
ity on the job site. Machines can be configured 
with trencher, vibratory plow, backfill blade, 
and backhoe attachments.  

Dual 
Hydrostatic    
system
Efficient hydrostatic 
transmission allows 
for instant directional 
changes forward to 
reverse.

Cable plow
P95 vibratory cable plow is capable 
of installations 36 inches (914 mm) 
deep with minimal ground interferance.  
Float feature in lift allows plow to 
follow ground contours. 
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ENGINE
l 4T390 Cummins - 4 cylinder, 4-stroke, turbocharged diesel
l Bore/Stroke.... 4.02”x4.72”(102x120 mm)	 l Air intake....................... Cross-flow
l Displacement.................. 239 in3 (3.9 L) 	l Direct fuel injection & liquid cooling
Horsepower
l Gross.............. 99 (74 kW) @ 2200 rpm	 l Net.......... 91(68 kW) @ 2200 rpm 
Maximum torque
l Gross	 298 lb·ft (404 N·m) @ 1500 rpm

SERVICE CAPACITIES
l Fuel tank.......................25 gal (95 L)	l Cooling system... 18.2 qt (17.2 L)
l Engine with oil filter	 11.6 qt (11 L)	l Hydraulic reservoir .....  20 gal (75.7 L)
l Total hydraulic........22 gal (83.3 L)	l Transmission.................9 qt (8.5 L)
l Axle center (each) ...... 9.5 qt (9 L)	l Planetaries (each).......1.1 qt (1 L)
l Trencher planetary drive-1.5 qt (1.4 L)		 l Hydra-Borer® System	-1.0 qt (0.9 L) 

TIRES 
l 38 x 18.00-20, 10 PR..........................	l 38 x 18.00-20, 12 PR (heavy-duty)

POWERTRAIN
l Transmission................. 4-speed Hydra-shift with constant gear mesh 
l Drive ......Hydrostatic 4WD variable displacement axial-piston pump 0 – 46.5 gpm 
(0-176 L/min) 
l Service brakes..............Hydrostatic	l Axle ratio................................ 19.2:1 
l Planetaries.............6:1 – Outboard 	l Differentials.....Electrically actuated
l Steering.............. 2W, 4W and crab	l Axle oscillation .........................20°

Travel speeds
l 1st...................... 	1.4 mph (2.2 km/h)	l 2nd................. 2.9 mph (4.7 km/h)
l 3rd...................... 	5.0 mph (8.1 km/h)	l 4th..............10.5 mph (16.8 km/h) 
NOTE: Rated speeds in forward and reverse.

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
l Voltage.. 12 volts, negative ground	l Alternator........................... 65 amp
l Starter................... 3.35 hp (2.5 kW)	l Battery 	 685 CCA@ 0°F (-17.7° C)

 OPERATOR / ENVIRONMENT
l ROPS & Key start................................	l Left and right entry/exit
l Unobstructed operator platform		l Swivel seat w/seat belt
l Hand and foot controls                   	l Iso-mounted platform 

INSTRUMENTATION
l Engine coolant temperature gauge............................................................... ..
l Hydraulic oil temperature gauge  l Alternator light
l Fuel level indicator............................	l Voltage meter
l Engine oil pressure indicator........	l Tachometer/hourmeter
l Hydraulic charge filter indicator..	l Hydraulic filter indicator
l Air filter restriction indicator.........	l Neutral indicator

DIMENSIONS
F. Overall height – prime mover (to top of muffler).........115.7” (2.93 m)
Overall length – prime mover ................................................  128.3” (3.28 m)
Overall transport length w/backhoe & trencher w/4’(1.22 m)boom..... 275.0” (6.98 m) 
Angle of approach – prime mover .............................................................. 58°

Angle of departure – prime mover.............................................................. 60° 
Minimum ground clearance – (axle to ground) .............  12.4” (315 mm) 
Minimum ground clearance w/backfill blade .................  11.2” (284 mm)
A. Wheelbase..................................................................................  76.8” (1.95 m)
Height to centerline of trencher headshaft....................... 29.8” (756 mm)
Angle of departure with trencher attachment ....................................... 34°
Trencher boom angle down from horizontal .......................................... 65°
Trencher boom angle up from horizontal................................................. 50°
Backhoe transport height........................................................  117.2” (2.97 m)
Backfill blade height .................................................................  16.1” (410 mm) 
Backfill blade lift height ..........................................................  19.1” (484 mm)
Backfill blade depth of cut below grade.................................  3.1” (78 mm)  
Transport height, plow frame base tractor..........................  91.5” (2.32 m)
Center of rear wheel to rear of plow w/chute in ground...114.1” (2.90 m)
Plow swing angle............................................................................................... 25° 
Plow offset from centerline ....................................................... 32” (813 mm)

Angle of departure base tractor/plow attachment raised:
w/30” (762 mm) mounted blade .................................................................. 26°
w/o mounted blade........................................................................................... 30°

Plow blade tip ground clearance base tractor:
w/30” (762 mm) mounted blade...........................................  28.4” (721 mm)
Overall width base tractor .........................................................  85.8” (2.18 m)
Overall width w/optional tires .................................................  85.8” (2.18 m)
Tread width (centerlines) base tractor ..................................  68.1” (1.73 m)
Turning radius (outside) base tractor - 4-wheel steer... Left – 129” (3.27 m)
................................................................................................ Right – 129” (3.27 m) 
Operating weight ............................................................  12,700 lb (5760 kg)* 
*Operating weight of RT960 — Equipped with rear trencher, 4’ (1.22m) 
165K rock boom, 165K chain and standard teeth, backfill blade
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